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Frangois de Xavier, as you are aware. The praying
women who took care of the father among the
Pewarias also accompanied him. They supplied him
with a Canoe, and with what he needed on the
journey. The rendezvous was appointed for after
Midnight, long before daybreak; but the father was
nearly prevented from going, by an accident more
unfortunate than the first, As you will see. About
Midnight, when rain was falling and the sky very
dark, and the father considered the time favorable to
his escape, he was greatly surprised on being told
that his house was surrounded by 200 Ilinois—who
had taken down a portion of his palisade, in order to
get in. It was St. Michel, the blacksmith, who was
watching with the father; and who, on going out
by chance, saw all this great multitude, whose
numbers were probably exaggerated by the darkness
of the night and by his fears. He did not lose his
presence of mind in his fright. He approached and
questioned them, asking them: *‘‘ Whatdo you seek
at this hour?’” “‘ We are looking for something,”’
one of them replied.

St. Michel at once reéntered the house, and said
to the Father: ‘‘ We are lost; we are beset by 200
Ilinois. Listen to me, my father, while I confess
my sins before I die.”” Deman, the father’s servant,
did the same. Meanwhile the Savages were deliber-
ating as to what they should do; because, as they
expected to surprise the father in his house alone,
and without witnesses, they were astonished at
finding there the blacksmith, who dwelt elsewhere.
Hardly had the said frenchmen finished their con-
fession, when 4 or 5 Savage knaves entered arro-
gantly, as if to speak to the father. But in the



